
September   1,   2021   

MATTHEW   13,   PART   7   

I)   Review   

Parables   are   not   heavenly   stories   told   in   simple   ways   but   heavenly   stories   told   in   
strange   ways.   Thus,   we   need   to   meditate   on   the   unusual   parts   of   the   parable   to   
interpret   them.   Let   us   listen.   

  

While   Jesus   provided   interpretation   of   the   parable   of   the   sower   and   the   parable   of   the   
weeds,   He   didn’t   for   the   rest   of   the   parables   in   Matthew   13.   So   we   are   left   to   interpret   
them.   Let   us   interpret   through:   

● the   rest   of   Matthew   13   

● the   theology   of   Matthew   

● &   the   allusions   from   the   Old   Testament   

  

Let   us   note   that   Jesus   came   to   DISCLOSE   and   to   reveal   that   which   was   hidden   (Mt.   
13:34-35,   44,   &   45-46;   see   also   Ps.   78   &   Mt.   11:25).   The   enemy   hides   (Mt.   13:25).     

  

II)   Matthew   13:31-35,   continued   from   last   week   

1. What   does   the   parable   of   the   mustard   seed   teach   us   (13:31-32)?   

a. Why   does   Jesus   say   that   the   mustard   seed   grows   into   a   tree   if   they   
normally   grow   into   bushes?   

b. What   is   the   significance   of   the   birds?   Compare   Mt.   13:4   &   Ezek.   17:23   &   
31:5-6.   

2. What   does   the   parable   of   the   leaven   teach   us   (13:33)?   

a. Is   leaven   a   sign   of   good   or   bad   influence?   Compare   Ex.   12:15   &   Mt.   
16:6-12.   

b. Why   did   the   woman    hide    the   leaven?   
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III)   Matthew   13:47-58   

  
3. What   does   the   parable   of   the   net   teach   us   (13:47-50)?   

a. How   do   OT   allusions   help   us   to   understand   the   purpose   of   the   net   (Hab.   
1:14-17;   Ezek.   32:3;   &   47:10)?   

b. How   does   this   parable   synthesize   the   parables   of   the   mustard   
seed/leaven   with   the   parables   of   the   hidden   treasure/pearl?   See   also   Mt.   
3:12;   7:17-18;   Mt.   12:33;   13:39-42;   22:9-10;   &   25:31-32.   

4. What   does   the   parable   of   the   leaven   teach   us   (13:51-52)?   
a. What   is   the   treasure   (see   Mt.   12:33-37)?   

b. What   does   the   old/new   contrast   mean   (see   Mt.   9:14-17).   

5. How   does   the   story   of   Jesus’   rejection   in   Mt.   13:53-58   bookend   the   parables   in   
Matthew   13?   Compare   Mt.   12:22-39.   

  


